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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To produce a water-insoiuble, highly water-absorptive polymer of a strong gel strength in good reproducibility by polymerizing a water- 
soluble monomer based on acrylic acid (alkali metal salt) in the presence of a hypophosphorous compound. 

CONSTITUTION: A highly water-absorptive polymer is obtained by adding a hypophosphorous compound, for example, sodium hypophosphite (in an 
amount of addition of desirably 100-2000ppm) to the reaction system in polymerizing a monomer prepared by neutralizing 50-95mol% of the carboxyl 
groups of a water-soluble monomer based on acrylic acid or its alkali metal salt desirably acrylic acid, with sodium hydroxide in the presence of a 
crosslinking agent and a radical polymerization initiator. 
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